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The GMV Regional Fruit Fly Project has not only taken out first place in the Prime Super Agricultural 

Innovation Awards at the 2019 Victorian Regional Achievement and Community Awards, it was also 

independently voted overall winner of the Victorian Regional Achiever of the Year Award.

The awards were presented at a Gala Presentation Dinner in October and recognised the project’s achievements 

in working to reduce the spread of QFF across the region.

We were up against a strong field of finalists in the category of Prime Super Agricultural Innovation, 

which included:  

➢ Bulmer Farms, Lindenow

➢ Mountain Milk, Kergunyah South 

➢ Tyrrell College, Sea Lake

The project was selected from several hundred nominees from throughout Victoria and independently voted overall 

winner of the Victorian Regional Achiever of the Year Award.  

GMV Regional Fruit Fly Coordinator Ross Abberfield attributed the project’s success to the continued 

commitment of project partners to come together and take a fresh and innovative approach to combating 

fruit fly through area wide management. 

“Each of our project partners has played a pivotal role in raising awareness about the risks posed by 

QFF to not only home gardeners but the region’s multi-million horticultural industry and the local 

economy,” he said.

Top Gong for GMV Regional Fruit Fly Project 

Trapping Grid Extended

The GMV’s extensive trapping grid has been extended with an additional 80 trap sites established across the region 

in 2018/19, bringing the total number of traps in the grid to 394. The trapping program allows for continued 

monitoring of fruit fly populations and provides important year-on-year data. 

Some of the newly included locations have recorded high rates of QFF trappings indicating significant populations 

in these areas. 

Data recorded through the trapping grid has revealed that urban areas historically record higher QFF trappings 

than rural areas during the start of the fruit fly peak season, with the two populations coming together when most 

rural commercial crops are being harvested in autumn. 

The spring peak, which is normally seen in urban traps, was larger in 2019 than 2018.

Despite this increase it will be necessary to wait until the summer to determine whether the GMV will experience 

additional QFF pressure than that experienced last year.

Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) Continue In Cobram

The aerial release of 2.5 million sterile flies per week commenced on 10 September 2019 over the township of 

Cobram as part of a pilot SITplus project. Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) is a method of pest control using the

area-wide release of sterile insects to reduce reproduction in a wild-population of the same species. The release

of sterile flies over Cobram aims to suppress an urban population to prevent it moving out into the surrounding 

horticulture.  

The sterile flies are grown to the pupal stage in Port Augusta, then sterilised at Netley before being shipped to 

special rear-out facilities in NSW and Victoria where the sterile adult flies emerge from the pupal case and are 

‘conditioned’ ready for release. The Victorian rear-out facility is located in Tatura.

Action Required Now To Curb The Spread 

Farmers and commercial orchardists whose properties are situated in peri-urban locations in particular are

encouraged to act now. 

It is important to:

➢ Monitor your fruit through the use of traps and visual inspections 

➢ Remove ripening fruit and ensure you destroy and dispose of it correctly 

➢ Use baits to attract and kill fruit fly - baiting is a highly effective control strategy for orchards and uses food 

based attractants and toxicants   
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Free Tree Removal Program

Opportunities for QFF to breed have been dramatically reduced through the removal of more than 6,200 host trees 

and plants from private and public land across the region. If you have a fruit tree you are unable to manage or no 

longer want, contact your participating council for more information about the free fruit tree removal program. 

Many Variables In Determining Future Populations

The likelihood of QFF adults that may have managed to survive the winter, going on to mate and infesting early 

season fruit is difficult to determine based on weather conditions alone. QFF mate when the temperature at sunset 

reaches 15°C - 16°C. The seasonal snapshot below (Figure 1.) shows that this threshold was reached on a 

number of occasions in October. This snapshot demonstrates the variation of temperatures across the GMV and 

the difficulty in predicting population surges based on only regional weather.     

Did you know?

QFF only mate at sunset when the temperature reaches between 15 - 16°C.

Home Gardeners Have An Important Role To Play  

Home gardeners are asked do their bit and not only protect their future crops but also those of commercial 

growers and orchardists in the area. Be aware that if fruit fly problems were experienced last season and could not 

be controlled, there is every likelihood they will occur again this season.

Home gardeners can take a few simple steps and do their bit to help stop the future spread of QFF. 

If you have a fruit tree or host plant use traps and visual inspections to monitor fruit fly, remove and correctly 

dispose of ripening fruit and/or effected fruit, place baits out and encourage neighbours to do the same, protect 

fruit and vegetables with netting. 

➢ Trapping data indicates that the usual spring peak in fruit fly numbers has occurred in the Goulburn Murray 

Valley (GMV)

➢ About 88 per cent of the region’s QFF population is currently located in urban sites

➢ Only 12 per cent of QFF have been found in rural locations of the GMV

➢ Weather conditions are now suitable for QFF to mate and lay eggs

➢ Over the next few weeks ripening fruit will be susceptible to QFF infestations


