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Population snapshot 

 

◘ Eighty eight per cent of the current QFF population is located in urban sites across the Goulburn Murray Valley (GMV). 

◘ Weather conditions are suitable for fruit fly to mate and lay eggs however hot, dry weather in some areas, will reduce 

the amount of fruit available for fruit fly to sting.  

◘ The heat will kill eggs and larvae in fruit that is exposed to the sun.  

◘ If eggs laid during January survive the heat and lack of moisture, they will go on to become a new generation of pest 

fruit flies in late Summer and Autumn which will attack Autumn fruit and vegetable crops. 

◘ Ripe or ripening fruit under irrigation are particularly susceptible to fruit fly infestation. 

◘ Flies have the potential to spread from urban areas, through peri-urban sites and into commercial crops. 

Heat and hail impacts growers 

 

The GMV experienced a number of severe weather events in recent months, impacting summer fruit crops 

and QFF populations in the region.   

 

Goulburn Murray Valley Regional Fruit Fly Coordinator Ross Abberfield said searing heat over recent months 

led to a reduction in fruit size and reduced market returns for some growers. Added to this, severe hail storms 

resulted in significant losses for some growers located in the direct path of destructive summer storms.  

  

“We are monitoring QFF populations in those orchards most affected by the hail damage. Growers are further 

burdened by having to absorb the added financial stress of stripping damaged fruit from trees and mulching,” 

Mr Abberfield said.  

 

Best practice is helping to protect neighbouring properties from increased QFF pressure and staunch the 

establishment of new populations on damaged crops.  
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Joining forces to stop the spread   
 

The Goulburn Murray Valley Fruit Fly Governance Group recently met with Agriculture Victoria and the Manager of the 

National Fruit Fly Council (NFFC) in Cobram to discuss opportunities to further enhance the coordinated management of 

Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF). 

   

The recent collaboration was an opportunity to discuss the Draft National Fruit Fly Strategy 2020-2025 which provides a 

framework for national cooperation on fruit fly issues and identifies four key strategic objectives for Australia. These 

objectives are:   

 

● maintaining freedom from exotic fruit fly;  

● minimising the incidence and spread of fruit fly;  

● implementing national systems that support market access;  

● facilitating a cooperative and committed national approach to fruit fly management.   

 

 A coordinated national system requires cooperation across disciplines and geographic boundaries towards achieving 

agreed common goals. Industry, government, research and community forums at all levels play a role in raising awareness 

of fruit fly issues, determining priorities, directing and providing resources and monitoring progress. 

 

The NFFC is supported by Plant Health Australia (PHA), a national not-for-profit company funded by plant industries and 

governments around Australia.  

   

 

 

 

 

Potential hotspots  
 

A number of potential fruit fly hotspots have been identified in the following urban locations:  

 

Barooga           Kialla              Numurkah 

Cobram           Kyabram               Shepparton 

Echuca          Merrigum              Orrvale 

Katamatite          Mooroopna                        Tatura 

  

It is important that members of the community who have gardens and orchards in these areas take precautions to 

reduce the ability of QFF to infest fruit and survive in them.   

 

It is highly recommended that orchards within 5km of potential hotspots are particularly vigilant as these orchards 

may be at risk from QFF moving in and damaging fruit ripening in late Summer and Autumn. 

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

Fruit from most citrus species, types and cultivars can host QFF. This includes pomelos, grapefruit, oranges, 

lemons, mandarins, tangelos, rough lemons, trifoliata fruit, cumquats, calamondins and others. There have been 

no records of Tahitian (Persian) limes, at the commercial green stage, being a host to QFF although there are 

laboratory records of overripe (yellow) fruit, especially damaged ones, able to host QFF successfully. There are no 

records of Australian finger limes being infested by QFF. Calamondins, thin-skinned mandarins (e.g. Imperial, 

Ellendale, Murcott), Meyer lemons, lemonades and thin-skinned grapefruit are very susceptible to QFF attack.   

 
 

Crucial garden tasks 
 

Government authorities and commercial growers are committed to stopping the spread of fruit fly on land they own or 

manage. Home gardeners are required to also play an active role and help reduce the spread. 

 

• Pick and correctly dispose of unwanted and unused fruit. 

• Use fruit fly baits and netting. 

• Monitor ripening fruit for sting marks. 

• Position, monitor and refill traps in home gardens. 

 

“The NFFC brings together 

governments, growers and research 

funders to oversee the 

implementation of the National Fruit 

Fly Strategy, and recognises the 

importance of coordinating the 

different roles and responsibilities of 

stakeholders in building a strong 

national fruit fly system.“ 

 

NFFC Manager Christina  Cook  

Free fruit tree removal 
 

If you have fruit trees you do not want or find difficult to manage, apply to have 

them removed free of charge through the Free Fruit Tree Removal Program. The 

removal of unmanaged fruit trees eliminates a potential breeding ground and 

helps protect the region against fruit fly.   

 

Collect an information pack from your local Council and complete and return the 

tree removal form to have your unwanted fruit trees removed free of charge 

Take care with citrus 
 

Citrus fruits are currently in season and care is required to ensure fruits are not infested (as 

pictured left). Inspect your orange, grapefruit, lemon and lime trees regularly, use netting 

and place traps and baits in trees to protect citrus fruits against fruit fly.  

Regional  trapping grid 
 

The current population increase is occurring predominantly in urban areas of the GMV. However, February 2020 saw the 

start of the annual rise in numbers in rural locations.  

 

The blue trend line in the below graph indicates that, if the same patterns as February 2019 emerge, it is expected 

trapping numbers will commence their annual increase in February 2020 – meaning that commercial crops ripening and 

being harvested at that time or soon after are at risk of infestation. The two arrows show that trapping rates were higher 

in February 2019 than so far in 2020. It is likely that weather events, in addition to Area Wide Management strategies 

that growers may have implemented, have resulted in this decrease.  


