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Control of urban populations essential 

Fruit fly activity will begin to increase in urban and peri-urban areas in September, so it is important to ensure 

management activities are in place. If QFF in built-up urban and peri-urban locations are controlled then their spread to 

rural locations will be reduced. Control activities in urban locations will assist our growers in their production. 

Historical trapping data reveals that rural locations that are further than 1km away from built up areas will experience 

fewer QFF impacts during September and October than urban areas. Populations will increase to damaging levels in rural 

areas in the summer months of December and January.

Home gardeners and property owners in built up areas are urged to undertake prevention and control measures and help 

protect growers and the region’s horticultural industry from the pest. 
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Spring vigilance required 

If vigilance is not maintained as we enter spring, through trapping, fruit inspection and control measures, we can expect 

flies that survived winter to find host fruit resulting in population explosions in December 2020 and January 2021. 

Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF) populations will start to increase in September as these overwintering flies mobilise. Factors 

impacting this population increase include: 

• Warmer temperatures in early spring 

• Forecast higher than average rainfall 

• Higher minimum daily temperatures 

• The presence of some early fruiting weed, feral and garden plants 

• Dusk temperatures of 15 – 16˚C encouraging mating and egg laying 

Spring conditions are ideal for the expansion and spread of cold acclimatised QFF — which is the case for populations 

that are now present in the region.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Until sunset temperatures reach the mating threshold of 16°C QFF will not lay eggs. 

Action will stop the spread

Control measures will limit the havoc wreaked in commercial orchards and home gardens through population 

explosions. If QFF were present during the previous 2019–20 season and caused damage to fruit they will be a problem 

again this season unless controlled. 

Effective control of the pest relies on a combination of strategies and actions such as host removal, use of baits, 

placement of traps to monitor for fruit fly, use of netting, pruning and windfall clean-up.

The below table details fruit fly actions for home gardens and commercial orchards: 

Tasks for home gardens Tasks for commercial orchards

. 

Spreading the ‘No Flies On Us’ message 

The Goulburn Murray Valley Fruit Fly Area Wide Management Project 

continues to support growers, orchardists, home gardeners and 

community members to ensure effective control measures are 

implemented to reduce the impact of QFF. Through its Area Wide 

Management strategy the project has achieved an almost 60 per cent 

reduction in QFF trapped across the GMV region and a reduction of 83 

per cent in QFF trapped in the Cobram urban area.

A continued emphasis remains on community education and 

awareness, with the project spreading the ‘No Flies On Us’ message 

through television, radio, newspaper, digital platforms and roadside 

advertising. 

Free tree removal program protects

The removal of unmanaged fruit trees eliminates a 

potential breeding ground and helps protect the region 

against fruit fly. Property owners with fruit trees they no 

longer want or find difficult to manage, can apply to have 

them removed free of charge through the Free Fruit Tree 

Removal Program. 

The program is provided free of charge to landholders and 

has seen the removal of unmanaged fruit trees and plants 

from orchards, private residences and public areas such as 

nature strips, roadsides, channel banks and reserves. 

To have unwanted fruit trees removed free of charge, 

collect an information pack from your local participating 

Council and complete and return the tree removal form. 

Weather drives fruit fly survival 

Optimum weather conditions for fruit fly to survive into spring is for September to receive above-average rainfall and 

above-average maximum and minimum temperatures. This situation occurred in the winter of 2016 which resulted in 

extremely high spring, summer and autumn QFF populations across central and northern parts of Victoria.

Weather patterns forecast for September 2020 show a high chance (75 – 80 % ) of higher than the normal rain for 

September (25 – 50 mm ). These weather predictions indicate that adult flies that survived the winter will have an 

abundance of food (bacteria and fungi) due to the wet weather. 

Maximum temperatures for September are forecast to be average (15 – 18˚C) and minimum temperatures may be 

slightly higher than average (3 – 6° C). 

WHAT WHEN WHO DOES WHAT?
Prune fruit trees to facilitate 
netting and/or harvest

Winter and summer

Put monitoring traps out AUGUST

Net fruit if you had QFF 
problems last year

SPRING, SUMMER, AUTUMN 
(depending on when fruit ripens)

Check traps at least once a week ALL YEAR

Net fruit if QFF are present AFTER FRUIT HAS BEEN POLLINATED

Check for the presence of young 
and ripening fruit

ALL YEAR (depending on when fruit 
ripens)

Check fruit for sting marks 
and/or associated rots 

AFTER FRUIT SET

Harvest and/or pick up unused 
fruit and use or destroy

ALL YEAR – unwanted fruits, fruits left 
on tree/vine after harvest, front and 
back yard fruit, fruit on roadsides, 
creek banks, etc

Apply fruit fly baits WEEKLY applications starting six weeks 
before harvest and concluding 2 weeks 
after harvest.
MODIFY according to different fruit 
species/cultivar harvest times.

Apply fruit fly pesticides/ cover 
sprays

ROUTINELY (if necessary) or 
STRATEGICALLY (based on numbers of 
QFF in traps or the presence of stings 
in fruit)

After harvest clean-up with 
dimethoate OR sweep out and 
mulch fallen fruit 

After harvest if routine orchard clean-
up is not possible


