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La Nifia triggers fruit fly rise

Fruit fly numbers are set to continue to increase through autumn after a wetter than normal summer has been
experienced across much of Victoria, attributed to the La Nifia weather pattern. All areas of the Goulburn Murray Valley
(GMV) should be on high alert for fruit fly activity.

The Queensland fruit fly (Qfly) threat is further increased by the challenge growers face in getting fruit off trees due to
the ongoing harvest labour shortage. The shortage of labour to pick fruit this season is causing many growers to leave
excess fruit on their trees or the ground. Although growers are not responsible for this labour shortage, unmanaged fruit
is a potential food source and breeding habitat for Qfly.

The multiplying effect which typically occurs at this time of year has been exacerbated with a larger than normal influx
anticipated, due to the effects of the current conditions which are ideal for rapid expansion.

Extra vigilance is required in a La Nifia event
as the weather pattern results in more rainfall
along with increased soil moisture and
humidity which increases micro bacterial
growth, creating another protein food source
for the female Qfly.

New generations of fruit fly that have
originated from urban areas over summer
typically spread further afield in later summer
and autumn posing a risk for commercial
growers.

Hot spots locations requiring extra vigilance

The majority of potential Qfly hot spots are currently located in urban areas and have been identified in the following
locations:

» Nagambie * Euroa *Shepparton
* Ardmona » Kyabram * Kialla
* Mooroopna » Merrigum » Koonoomoo

The abovementioned sites are of moderate to critical concern for potential hot spot status, so it is important that
members of the GMV community who have gardens and orchards in these areas take precautions to reduce the ability
of Qfly to infest fruit and survive in them.

Essential strategies for gardeners to stop the spread

Home gardeners and property owners can help in the fight against Qfly by undertaking a few simple actions to help
prevent and control the spread of fruit fly.

Essential strategies for home gardeners with a fruit tree or vegetable patch include:
» monitoring through trapping

* regular inspection of fruit

+ use of baits and netting

* pick fruit early or as it ripens

« fruit and tree removal and destruction

* let your neighbours know if there is a Qfly build-up

Qfly on the move in rural locations

Captures have continued to rise and are also on the rise in rural locations of the GMV region. This shift in fruit fly
activity is the typical trend for late summer as eggs laid during February become a new generation in early autumn
and attack fruiting autumn crops, following their spread from urban areas through peri-urban sites and into
commercial crops.

It is essential growers continue to bait spray for Qfly, strip trees of fruit, mulch fruit on the ground or dispose of
excess fruit in a regulated manner. Post-harvest hygiene is essential to suppress current Qfly populations and
prevent increased fruit fly pressure occurring this spring which may impact next season’s harvest.

Weather outlook

Weather patterns forecast for the region, provided by the Australian Government’s Bureau of Meteorology for March,
show a 60-70% chance that rainfall over the GMV will exceed the average (which is 10mm-25mm based on the past
10 years). There is a 50% chance that maximum temperatures will be higher than the average of 24°C to 30°C.

The March forecast is optimal for Qfly survival and development with survival improved with higher than normal
minimum temperatures.

Free Tree Removal Program successful in reducing potential breeding grounds

The removal of unmanaged fruit trees eliminates a
potential breeding ground and helps protect the region
against fruit fly. Property owners with fruit trees they no
longer want or find difficult to manage, can apply to have
them removed free of charge through the Free Fruit Tree
Removal Program.

The program has seen the removal of unmanaged fruit
trees and plants from orchards, private residences and
public areas such as nature strips, roadsides, channel
banks and reserves. More than 95,000 unmanaged fruit
trees have been removed across the GMV to date. The
removal of these host plants is highly effective in the
control of fruit fly.

Collect an information pack from your local participating
Council and complete and return the tree removal form to
have your unwanted fruit tree removed.

DID YOU KNOW?

As daily temperatures start to get cooler, conditions become suitable for Qfly to mate and lay eggs.
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