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Increased fruit fly activity recorded across the Goulburn Murray Valley

Increased fruit fly pressure has been identified and
recorded across the Goulburn Murray Valley (GMV)
and is expected to remain throughout the 2021/22
growing season. This heightened activity is due to the
effects of a warmer and wetter weather than average,
more fruit produced and the presence of more
unharvested fruit still on-tree or fallen to the ground.

Hot spot locations identified in the GMV between July
2020 and May 2021 are:

* Nagambie * Tatura urban
* Numurkah » Katamatite

* Merrigum * Mooroopna
* Euroa * Avenel

» Congupna » Shepparton urban

Action now by home gardeners, the wider community
and growers across the entire region is paramount to
minimising the impact on the upcoming season.

Threat continues despite cold snap

Ripe fruit still on the plant or ground is particularly vulnerable to the threat of Qfly infestation. Eggs, larvae and pupae
from these infested fruit will generally die from May onwards due to prolonged cold nights, however adults flies are
able to survive by flying to warmer microclimates such as those found in evergreen trees (lemon and orange trees)
near packing sheds, heated houses, fowl yards, animal pens or compost heaps. Fruit trees in these areas should be
regularly inspected and monitored through the winter months.

It is important to pick, or pick up, and destroy unwanted fruit at this time of year, as adult flies may emerge from these
fruit. After taking refuge in relatively warm spots in evergreen plants throughout winter these flies avoid traps due to
the cold temperature and generally are not detected until spring when the weather warms up and fruit get stung.

Remove unwanted host plants and help stop the spread

The removal of unmanaged fruit trees eliminates a potential breeding ground and helps protect the region against
Qfly. Property owners and home gardeners with fruit trees they no longer want or find difficult to manage, can apply
to have them removed free of charge through the GMV Area Wide Management Program’s free Fruit Tree Removal
Program.

The program has allowed for the successful removal of potential breeding grounds across the region, making it
harder for fruit fly to get a foot hold and spread.

Collect an information pack from your local participating Council and complete and return the tree removal form to
have your unwanted fruit tree removed.

Prevention and control tasks necessary
* Pick up and dispose of (place in a plastic bag in the sun for 5 days and then throw out with the weekly
garbage/compost) any fallen fruit in your yard, on the nature strip, on nearby creek banks or parks.
* Pick fruit still on the plant and use or dispose of as above.
* Prune your trees to keep them at a manageable height for next season’s fruit picking or for netting.
» Check ripe and ripening fruit for signs of fruit fly infestation — soft patches, brown to black sting marks, maggots.
» Check traps are within the use-by date and replace or recharge with new baits if required.
* Place traps around the house, especially in evergreen foliage near the house e.g. the lemon tree.

* Netting around most trees can be removed now but should remain if you have ripe or ripening fruit still in your
yard.

* If you have fruit trees that you don’t use, consider removing them completely and replacing with a non-fruiting
plant
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Autumn cross over period

Autumn has been identified as the typical cross-over period when it is believed Qfly move from urban sites into rural
areas. This suggests that commercial orchards that are close to urban centres may be at a higher risk to Qfly than
those situated more distantly.

If your property is close to (within 500m) of urban or peri-urban Qfly host plants or feral hosts along roads, channels, or
in abandoned orchards you should keep a very close watch on:

* Fruit fly traps (male and female targeting). Traps should be deployed all year round and checked at least once a
week.

* Any ripe or ripening fruit (in your orchard, house yard, along the road or channel bank) showing signs of infestation
(e.g. sting marks, abnormal fruit softening). Check the inside of your fruit for sting marks and/or eggs and larvae at least
once a week.

« If you have had Qfly problems previously it is advisable to ensure you have access to suitable quantities of fruit fly bait
so that if fruit flies are found you can commence your baiting program immediately.

It is also highly recommended to commence, if not already done, a bait-application program. This is especially
important if you or your neighbours experienced fruit fly problems last season.

DID YOU KNOW?
Higher than usual autumn rainfalls, minimum temperatures and ideal conditions favour initiation, spread and
proliferation of microorganisms that fruit flies feed on — resulting in stronger and longer-lived flies.
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