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Inside this edition:

● Population data from the Goulburn Murray Valley (GMV) regional trapping 

grid shows 64 per cent of the region’s Queensland fruit fly (Qfly) population 

is currently located in urban sites.

● February’s weather conditions are suitable for fruit fly to mate and lay eggs 

however hot, dry weather, in some areas, will reduce the number of fruit 

available for fruit fly to sting.  

● Eggs laid during January and February, if they survive the GMV’s usual 

heat and lack of moisture, will become a new generation of pest fruit flies in 

late summer and autumn which will attack autumn crops of fruit and fruiting 

vegetables. 

● Ripe or ripening fruit under irrigation are particularly susceptible to fruit fly 

stinging fruit.

● The usual spring peak in fruit fly numbers did not occur during spring 2021 

as it has during spring in previous years. If there was a peak in some urban 

locations, it was delayed with the peak occurring in November rather than 

September. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The heat will kill eggs and larvae in fruit that is exposed to the sun. 

Fruit fly hot spots and locations  

Trapping sites registering fruit fly over the last month through the regional trapping grid include: 

◦ Avenel ◦ Kyabram ◦ Shepparton 

◦ Barooga ◦ Merrigum ◦ Strathmerton 

◦ Congupna  ◦ Mooroopna  ◦ Tungamah 

◦ Echuca ◦ Numurkah ◦ Wunghnu 

◦ Yarrawonga 

These sites are of concern as they could become sites from which large numbers of Qfly could establish and then 

spread. It is recommended home gardeners and orchardists in these areas take precautions to reduce the ability of fruit 

fly to infest fruit and to survive in them.                                                                                  

www.fruitflycontrol.com.au 

. 

Controlling fruit fly 

Home gardeners and property owners with a fruit tree or vegetable patch can undertake a few simple measures to 

help reduce the spread of fruit fly: 

• Remove unwanted fruiting plants

• Harvest fruit and use or destroy all harvested fruit

• Place traps out and check regularly for signs of fruit fly

• Check ripening fruit for sting marks or maggots

• Place netting over whole plants, fruiting branches, fruit trusses or 

Individual  fruit to protect crops

• Work with neighbours to place baits to allow for a greater impact

•  Don’t restrict your vigilance – fruit fly can be in fruit in front yards, 

nearby vacant land, untended crops, roadsides and creek banks

Population snapshot 

Action for commercial orchardists include:

● Ensure fresh (or within use-by date) traps are deployed and are 

being checked regularly 

● Check ripe and ripening fruit for fruit fly sting marks – preferably 

daily

● Ensure supplies of fruit fly control material such as baits and 

approved pesticides are in storage and within their ruse-by-dates

● Monitor untended areas within close proximity to your orchard 

(council and Crown land, roadsides, riverbanks, business sites)

● Commercial orchards situated within 1km of hot spot locations 

mentioned above are especially at risk from Qfly and vigilance with 

traps and by fruit checking is essential in these areas

Typically, at this time of year fruiting plants are finishing off in urban areas of 

the GMV as fruit is harvested, eaten by birds or deteriorate and fall off due to 

hot, dry weather. As a result, populations generally decline during January and 

February in urban areas of the GMV region. Weather forecasts for February 

favour the survival of both fruit on tree/vine/bush and fruit fly. Garden irrigation 

in urban areas provide ideal conditions for fruit fly maturation, survival and 

proliferation. Fruit fly populations can explode in these conditions and then, 

when crops in urban locations are diminished fruit fly move out of urban areas, 

into and through peri-urban places and into commercial orchards. This 

migration is facilitated by high volumes of fruit in commercial orchards ripening 

from February through May. 

Fruit fly activity and movement  

While Victoria is free from these exotic pest fruit flies, increased awareness of the potential threat they pose is important

in protecting the region. Awareness is recommended around the following exotic pest fruit flies:

Mediterranean fruit fly [Medfly] (Ceratitis capitata) – not present in Victoria. 

This pest attacks most fruit and fruiting vegetables. It has established 

populations in several regions of Western Australia and there are periodic outbreaks 

in South Australia each year recently, which means that Victoria is at high risk.

More information on Medfly, click here or visit the Agriculture Victoria website. 

Spotted wing drosophila (Drosophila suzukii) – not present in Australia.

Attacks all berries (including grapes) and most pome and stone fruit. This 

pest has recently left its homelands in north- east Asia and spread to many 

parts of the world. For more information on spotted wing drosophila, click here 

or visit the Plant Health Australia website. 

Oriental fruit fly (Bactrocera dorsalis) – not present in Australia. 

Attacks more fruits and vegetables than Qfly and Medfly and is a major impact 

pest. This pest has spread into many regions around the world recently invading 

Italy and France. For a general discussion on exotic pest fruit flies click here or visit 

the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

Olive fly (Bactrocera oleae) – not present in Australia.

The olive fly is the number one pest in olives grown around the Mediterranean.  

It has invaded and established in the USA and is highly invasive. For more

information on Olive fly click here. 

For more information about Agriculture Victoria’s Fruit Fly Strategy 2021-2025 

click here, or visit the Agriculture Victoria website. The GMV Regional Fruit Fly 

Program is asking the community to be on the lookout for a range of exotic pest     Photo credit: Plant Health Australia 

species that would seriously impact horticultural production, in both home gardens and commercial orchards in the 

GMV. If assistance is required identifying unknown flies, contact the GMV Regional Fruit Fly Office on (03) 5871 9222 or 

visit www.fruitflycontrol.com.au. 

Exotic pest fruit flies 

Summer action required   

Free fruit tree removal program   

The removal of unmanaged fruit trees eliminates a potential breeding ground and helps protect the region against fruit 

fly. If you’re a property owner or home gardener with a fruit tree you no longer want or find difficult to manage, you can 

apply to have it removed free of charge through the Goulburn Murray Valley Area Wide Management Program’s free 

Fruit Tree Removal Program. Collect an information pack from your local participating Council and complete and return 

the tree removal form to have your unwanted fruit tree removed.  

Home gardeners and commercial growers can deal with fruit fly using a combination of area-wide management strategies. 

The actions of home gardeners and property owners in urban areas can assist in achieving good production in their own 

garden and also assist commercial growers by cutting off the urban-to-rural migration of fruit fly.

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-insects-and-mites/priority-pest-insects-and-mites/mediterranean-fruit-fly
https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/pests/spotted-winged-drosophila/
https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/fruit-flies
https://olivebiz.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Field-Guide-2nd-edn-revised.pdf
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/protecting-victoria/victorias-fruit-fly-strategy-2021-to-2025
http://www.fruitflycontrol.com.au/

