
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OVERVIEW 

Numbers of Queensland fruit fly (Qfly) trapped in the GMV were very low for this time of year. Qfly 

numbers were expected to increase due to the inset of spring weather conditions. However, the 

weather since winter 2024 has generally been unfavourable for Qfly population build up. 

Forecast weather conditions suggest that Qfly populations may commence their annual build up in 

the GMV about one month later than usual – i.e. during October/ November 2024. 

 

POTENTIAL HOT SPOT SITES 

Although trapping results showed low numbers of flies trapped over the whole GMV region, traps at 

some locations captured relatively high numbers of Qfly. These locations could be described as those 

that may have high Qfly impact for their own and surrounding areas.  
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WEATHER FORECAST IMPACT  

Based on the above weather predictions it is highly likely that Qfly populations will build up later than 

usual – as demonstrated by the relatively low trap captures in the GMV for September/October 2024. 

Expect a Qfly population surge during late October and throughout November 2024. 
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LET’S STOP QUEENSLAND FRUIT FLY 



 

 

MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 

It is therefore very important to ensure that fruit fly management strategies such as traps, fruit 

monitoring, host plant removals, exclusion netting if not deployed already should be deployed without 

delay. If you experienced Qfly in your yard and/or your orchard last season it is very likely that you will 

experience Qfly again this season. 

 Make sure that existing traps are re-charged with new chemicals (attractant and toxicant) as 
per their label instructions. 

 Make sure baits are fresh before each use and ensure they are still within their use-by date. 
 Make sure exclusion netting is still intact with no holes through which Qfly can enter the plant 

canopy. 
 Make sure that new growth and new fruit is not protruding through exclusion netting that is 

still in place in the garden/orchard. Replace netting or prune crop to ensure fruit is inside the 
netting. 

 Make sure pesticides are also within their use-by dates as well as being approved for use 
against Qfly in your specific crop/s (see label instructions or, better still, check it against 
approved labels on the APVMA website: https://apvma.gov.au/node/10831).  

 

AREA WIDE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

Spring is a critical time of the year for fruit fly as it emerges from over-wintering and rapidly increases 

in numbers. It is a key time to create awareness, education and engagement in the community, 

industry and government to reduce the impact this pest has on horticulture. This month, the GMV 

Fruit Fly Program attended fourteen events and workshops, advising and supporting school groups, 

service clubs, community and Landcare groups, fruit growers and gardeners. In excess of 2,600 show 

bags, information packs, seasonal management material have been distributed during October. 

 

ELMORE FIELD DAYS OCTOBER 1,2,3 

The weather for this year’s Elmore Field Days was magnificent and huge crowds attended the three 

day event. The GMV Fruit Fly Area Wide Management program manned an information stand within 

the Agriculture Victoria marquee during this year’s event and engaged with people from the 

community, industry and government. 

A total of 550 show bags containing fruit fly information packs, seasonal management fridge magnets 

and comprehensive management posters were distributed by the fruit fly program personnel and 

volunteers.   

 

 

 

https://apvma.gov.au/node/10831


 

 

 

Photo - Aerial view of Elmore Field Days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - L to R, volunteer 

Peter Perry, two fruit 

growers, coordinator Ross 

Abberfield, Lions volunteer 

Ron Symons. 



 

 

NATHALIA AGRICULTURAL SHOW OCTOBER 5 

The Nathalia Agricultural Show also had good weather 

and an excellent turn-out. These events are great as 

they represent the fabric of individual communities. 

As usual, volunteers were out in force and passionate 

about educating the public about the treat of fruit fly. 

Over 200 show bags containing educational fruit fly 

information were distributed to the public at this 

event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - Old school chums spread the word at the 

main gate. L to R, volunteer Daryl Hill, 

coordinator Ross Abberfield and volunteer Greg 

Botterill. 

 
Photo - L to R, Vic Dohnt giving away his delicious fruit fly free 

lemons, coordinator Ross Abberfield and other Nathalia Men’s 

Shed volunteers distributing show bags with information 

material. 

Photo - Moira Shire is a core stakeholder in the 

GMV fruit fly program and representatives from 

the Environment and Sustainability Department 

Molly O’Connor and Bethan McKay assisted 

program coordinator Ross Abberfield (middle) in 

educating the public about fruit fly hygiene and 

correct disposal of fruit fly infested fruit and 

vegetables. 



 

 

KYABRAM LIONS FRUIT FLY TRAP REPLACEMENT, MAINTENANCE AND BAITING PROGRAM 

OCTOBER 12. 

Each October the Kyabram Lions Club conduct a fruit fly trap replacement, maintenance and re-baiting 

program. The Coordinator was invited to join club members at this year’s workshop and provide 

expert fruit fly support and advice to members of the Kyabram community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - Lions Club members L to R, David Luscombe, David Livsey and Tony Alford volunteering to 

assist members of their community fight the scourge of fruit fly. 

 

SHEPPARTON AGRICULTURAL SHOW OCTOBER 12. 

Fruit fly staff serviced a never-ending 

stream of enquiries and distributed 

hundreds of NO FLIES ON US! show bags 

containing fruit fly information packs to 

patrons at the event. Additionally, 

interpretation of fruit fly information was 

available in ten different languages for 

Shepparton’s multi-cultural community.   

 

Photo - Coordinator Ross Abberfield and 

Support Officer Whitney Nankervis share 

the last stock of show bags and 

information packs with patrons on day 

two of the event. 

 

 



 

 

SHOW US YA WHEELS – NUMURKAH OCTOBER 13 

Since 2001, Show us Ya Wheels has 

been a family fun day, regularly 

attracting over 8,000 visitors, and has 

become a permanent and well-loved 

feature in Numurkah. Each spring and 

summer Numurkah home gardeners 

experience the impact of fruit fly first 

hand and this event is well timed, to 

educate and engage the community 

and visitors alike about controlling fruit 

fly.  

 

 

COBRAM AND DISTRICT FRUIT GROWERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL DINNER AND AGM – COBRAM, 

OCTOBER 15  

The Coordinator was invited to attend the CDFGA annual dinner and AGM on October 15. The event 

was attended by growers, sponsors and representatives from the Moira Shire Council. New office 

bearers and executive committee members were elected followed by dinner and a presentation by 

Unitec Asia Pacific. Conversations and feedback from attendees about the GMV fruit fly program were 

extremely positive, however, concerns were put forward regarding fruit fly numbers in the future 

without a proven AWM program within the area (post June 2025). Ross resourced attendees at this 

event with 100 show bags containing fruit fly control material for themselves and distribution to their 

colleagues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - L to R Karen Abberfield – General Manager – CDFGA, Jess - Summerfruit Australia, Adrian Conti 

– President, CDFGA, Francesco Brancato - Unitec Asia Pacific/Major Sponsor, Matt Cornish – Vice 

President CDFGA 



 

 

KYABRAM AGRICULTURAL SHOW 

SATURDAY - OCTOBER 19 

The Coordinator resourced over 200 show 

bags containing NO FLIES ON US! 

information packs, fridge magnets and 

trapping/control strategies for the 

Kyabram Lions Club who distributed them 

to patrons attending the event. Kyabram 

Lions have been supporters of the 

program since 2018 and their community 

is united in the fight against fruit fly. 

Photo - Members of the Kyabram Lions 

Club distributing NO FLIES ON US! show 

bags at the Kyabram Agricultural Show. 

 

LIONS INTERNATIONAL V.6 DISTRICT CONFERENCE – WANGARATTA, OCTOBER 19 

Lions V.6 District Fruit Fly Coordinator and Past District Governor, Keith Kennedy invited Ross 

Abberfield to address the Lions International V.6 District Conference in Wangaratta on Saturday 

October 19. Ross provided an overview of the GMV Fruit Fly program and thanked District Delegates 

for supporting the program since 2018. Despite termination of the GMV program in June 2025, Ross 

encouraged representatives of Lions V.6 District to continue creating awareness, education and 

engagement to stop fruit fly in their communities. Ross resourced this event with 200 show bags 

containing fruit fly control material. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - Keith Kennedy and Ross Abberfield addressing delegates at the Lions International V.6 

Conference. 



 

 

NUMURKAH AGRICULTURAL AND PASTORAL SHOW – OCTOBER 23 

The coordinator attended the 134th Numurkah Show on 

Wednesday 23 October, 2024. Event main sponsor was 

GrainCorp and the theme for this year’s show was Canola. 

This Showground was alive with activity and was officially 

opened by Moira Shire Administrator, Suzanna Sheed AM. 

Being a week-day, many school groups were in attendance 

both from Numurkah and other surrounding towns. Fruit fly 

infestation impacted Numurkah residents severely last year 

so everyone was keen to get in early this season and learn 

how to stop the fruit fly threat. 

 

 

 

 

Photo - NO FLIES ON US! Suzanna Sheed and Ross 

Abberfield at the Numurkah Show. 

 

STRATHBOGIE LANDCARE GROUP WORKSHOP – OCTOBER 25 

Greg and Jady Roberts met the coordinator at a Euroa Secondary College event. As residents of 

Strathbogie they were keen to have the coordinator visit their town. Peter Righetti from the Strathbogie 

Landcare Group invited the coordinator to conduct a workshop for residents of Strathbogie in the town 

hall on Friday 25 October, 2024. Peter and his wife Kay did a great job organising the event and Kay spoilt 

attendees with a magnificent morning tea. Despite being located in a cooler climate, feral blackberry 

bushes thrive along creeks and rivers and on public land, providing ideal fruit fly habitat in the Strathbogie 

Ranges. Unmanaged fruit fly habitat contributes to fruit fly infestation of residential backyard fruit and 

vegetable gardens. The workshop was well-received by the Group and participants were keen to build on 

their relationship with the NO FLIES ON US! program and instigate the supply of fruit fly netting to their 

community. 

 

 

 

Photo - The 

Strathbogie 

Landcare Group 

armed with 

knowledge to 

fight the scourge 

of fruit fly in the 

Strathbogie 

Ranges. 



 

 

MURCHISON COMMUNITY GARDEN & GOULBURN MURRAY LANDCARE - OCTOBER 26 

Jessie Boer, the manager of the Murchison Neighbourhood House invited the coordinator to share 

fruit fly control strategies with attendees at the grand Opening of the Murchison Community Garden 

on Saturday 26 October, 2024. The event was well attended and new volunteers signed up to assist 

with the running the Community Garden. Goulburn Murray Landcare volunteers educated attendees 

about flora and fauna while Chairperson, John Laing and Ross Abberfield shared their knowledge 

about spiders, bugs and fruit fly. John kindly invited Ross to conduct a workshop for his group in the 

near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - The coordinator with volunteers form the Murchison Community Garden. 

 

EUROA AGRICULTURAL SHOW – OCTOBER 26 

NO FLIES ON US! Support Officer, Whitney Nankervis 

attended the Euroa Agricultural Show on Saturday 26 

October 2024. Whitney engaged with attendees and 

distributed 200 show bags and information packs at this 

event. Strathbogie Shire is a core stakeholder in the GMV 

Fruit Fly Program and is represented on the program 

Governance Group by Economic Development and Project 

Manager, Steve Cooper. 

 

Photo - NO FLIES ON US Fruit Fly Officer Whitney attending 

the Euroa Agricultural Show 

 

 



 

 

COBRAM AGRICULTURAL SHOW – OCTOBER 27 

Photo - The Coordinator with members from the 

Cobram Garden Club at the Cobram Show. 

 

EUROA SECONDARY COLLEGE – OCTOBER 30 

A fruit fly workshop was conducted for fourteen students from the Euroa Secondary College studying 

Certificate 2 in Agriculture, in Cobram on Wednesday 30 October 2024. The interactive fruit fly and 

horticultural education session began in the Cobram and District Fruit Growers Association (CDFGA) 

training room and progressed to Ventri Orchards in Cobram. Information about pest management, 

phytosanitary control, orchard management and packing shed operations were comprehensively 

addressed by the Coordinator, General 

Manager of CDFGA and the Manager of Ventri 

Orchards.  

 

 

Photo - The Coordinator and Manager of 

Ventri Orchards, Anthony Ventri addressing 

students in a nectarine orchard. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - The operation of a new high tech, high quality, 

and high volume packing line at Ventri Orchards is 

explained to the students. 

Cobram is renowned for its stone fruit 

production. As the fruit harvest season 

approaches, the threat of fruit fly was on 

everyone’s mind at the Cobram Agricultural 

Show on Sunday 27 October 2024. The 

coordinator was eagerly engaged by attendees 

seeking support and expert advice about how to 

manage and reduce the threat of fruit fly. Whilst 

horticultural crops are managing the pest well, 

residents are already detecting fruit fly numbers 

in their residential backyard traps. Pick, Prune & 

Protect was the message advocated by Ross 

Abberfield who distributed over 200 fruit fly 

show bags and information packs at this event. 

The coordinator was invited to conduct a 

workshop for the Cobram Garden Club in the 

near future 



 

 

FRUIT FLY CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information of fruit fly control and management visit 
www.fruitflycontrol.com.au or scan the QR code. For assistance in 
managing fruit fly, contact the Goulburn Murray Valley Fruit Fly Office by 
phoning 03 5832 5202 or email fruitflycontrol@shepparton.vic.gov.au 
 
 

Information Packs Available From 
Customer Service: 
 
Campaspe Shire Council 
Greater Shepparton City Council 
Moira Shire 
Strathbogie Shire Council 
Berrigan Shire Council 
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